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Essay Project - Individuals and Movements Rubric 

Directions: You will write an essay about how ordinary individuals, in the course of fighting injustice, can start movements to create change in their 
communities. In this essay, you will talk about Lily Chin; Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi; and then a third individual of your choice. 

Rubric: How Your Essay Will Be Judged 

 
4 3 2 1 

Proving 

thesis 

Body paragraphs all relate to thesis 

and provide more than enough 

support to prove the thesis 

Most body paragraphs relate to 

thesis and provide adequate 

support to prove the thesis 

Few body paragraphs relate to 

thesis, details within the 

paragraphs do not connect with 

thesis 

No body paragraphs relate to 

thesis and provide no support 

to prove the thesis 

 

 

Essay 

Construction 

Paper has introduction, body 

paragraphs, conclusion, topic 

sentences, transition sentences, 

and thesis. 

Paper may lack a topic/transition 

sentence but this does not impede 

overall structure 

Paper has introduction, body 

paragraphs, conclusion, topic 

sentences, transition sentences, 

and thesis. 

Paper may lack 1 thing from 

this list, it may lack a topic 

sentence or transition from 2 or 

more paragraphs 

Paper may lack more than one: 

introduction, body paragraphs, 

conclusion, topic sentences, 

transition sentences, and thesis 

Paper has few of the 

following structures: 

introduction, body 

paragraphs, conclusion, topic 

sentences, transition 

sentences, and thesis 

Use of 

academic 

vocabulary 

Student uses at least 4 key 

vocabulary terms in body 

paragraph 2 and 3 

Student uses at least 3 key 

vocabulary terms in body 

paragraph 2 and 3 

Student uses at least 2 key 

vocabulary terms in body 

paragraph 2 and 3 

Student uses at least 1 key 

vocabulary term in body 

paragraph 2 and 3 

Spelling, 
Grammar, 

Handwriting 

No mistakes or very few in every 

paragraph 

Several mistakes make it 

difficult to read at least 1 

paragraph  

Many mistakes make it 

difficult to read multiple 

paragraphs 

Reading of essay is severely 

impaired because of 

mechanical errors 
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